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In March last year it was officially raised with the club committee that Camberwell Lacrosse Club 

should reconsider its use of the Chiefs motif and nickname in branding and merchandising.  This had 

been raised informally a number of times previously. 

Camberwell Lacrosse Club was established in 1927 with a proud history that you can view here but 

did not tag itself with Chiefs image and nickname until the 1990s.   

The committee of Camberwell Lacrosse Club considered the use of the name Chiefs and have 

decided to retain that name in reference to its association with the characteristics of leadership, 

inner strength and power that is reflective of all other uses of the word chief e.g. Chief Executive 

Officer, Leader in Chief and various other corporate titles. We felt that these were appropriate and 

valuable traits for our players to aspire to. With the intention of the word Chief to continue to be 

used because of this variety of references, the committee feel they have also addressed gender bias 

associations which may have been created through the pairing with the male imagery of a Native 

American Indian Chief. 

 The question considered by the committee in deciding to officially phase out use of the Chiefs icon 

was ‘Is it still culturally appropriate to identify with an image of an American Indian Chief?’  

Following debate, the committee decision was that continuing to use the Chief image was not 

appropriate. 

Following a process of research and reflection the committee has decided the club will stop using 

the logo on all future merchandise, publications and branding.  If you would like to understand more 

about the cultural sensitivities considered, which include a request from the National Congress of 

American Indians for sports clubs to stop using the name and imagery, please view their short video 

or read their statements via this link. 

The committee has consulted with a number of representatives from various North American 

Indigenous Organisations including the Office of Academic Initiatives, New York State Education 

Department and the Indigenous Lacrosse Association. 

The committee would like to publicly state that they have resolved to abandon the Chief image but 

retain the use of the word Chiefs to be used as a reference for players and supporters. 

 

http://www.clclax.org.au/sites/default/files/a/History%20of%20Camberwell%20Lacrosse%20Club%20website%20version.pdf
http://www.ncai.org/proudtobe

